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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 19993 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILI, SOPN, XO, UK 

SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA MEDIA VISIT 

REFERENCE: STATE 293579 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT FCO VIEWS ON PROPOSED MEDIA VISIT HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN CONVEYED TO THE DEPARTMENT BY UK EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON. THE FOREIGN OFFICE CONCURS WITH THE PROGRAM 
BUT WISHES TO COORDINATE CLOSELY ON PREPARING BRIEFING 
MATERIAL FOR THE JOURNALISTS. YARNOLD OF DEFENSE DEPART- 
MENT GAVE IMPRESSION THAT THE FCO WOULD HAVE PREFERRED A 
LATER DATE FOR THE TRIP, AND HE HOPES THAT THE SHORT 
TIME BEFORE THE VISIT WILL NOT LEAD TO LAST-MINUTE INVI- 
TATIONS THAT WOULD BE UNHAPPILY RECEIVED BY JOURNALISTS. 
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